Cindy Chew's Palos Verdes News

The sales figures for the third quarter of 2015
are in and the news is still good! The inventory is
improving with more houses for sale and the Fed
choosing to not increase the interest rates at this
time has made it an exciting market.

Along with California's drought, we now have
the El Nino weather system that promises to make

our lives a bit more challenging in the next few

months. I've included some tips to help you prepare

your property and yourself ahead of time. The
lower half of the sidebar will guide you to a rebate

for rain barrels, so check it out!

Cindy Chew

3rd Quarter 2015 Sales Survey

The real estate market continues to be good. The inventory of
homes for sale has increased this year giving us at least a 2
month supply.

The price per square foot is up approximately 6.8% over last
year and the average price of a home is up 5.8% from a year
ago. In the third quarter, 1/4 of the homes for sale have
reduced their listing price.

Keep in mind that the home prices today are higher than they
were at the peak of the market in 2006/2007. You don't want
to miss this market if you've been thinking about selling!

| would love to work with you whether you are selling or
buying. | can help you establish a value for your property and
help guide you in deciding whether to sell. Don't wait, find out
now!
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El Nino Preparedness Checklist

EL Nino will be delivering a wetter than average winter in
much of California, according to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Climate Prediction Center.If you
haven't experienced an El Nino before, it is a weather
phenomenon characterized by the warming of Pacific Ocean
waters west of Peru that causes severe weather worldwide. In
the two strongest El Ninos on record, 1982-83 and 1997-98,
that has meant relentless storms pelting California.

The name El Nino was first used by Peruvian fishermen who
noticed warmer ocean water around Christmastime and gave
the occurrence a Spanish name meaning "The Little Boy" in
reference to the baby Jesus, according to William Kessler, a
NOAA oceanographer.

Here is a handy checklist to help you get your home prepared:

Check the roof & vents, clean away any debris from the roof.
Clean out gutters & downspouts and inspect for leaks.

Inspect the chimney caps and any turbine vents.
Check your home’s drainage system.

Inspect the weather striping & caulking around exterior doors
and windows.

Inspect the entire outside of your house for cracks, holes or
other openings.

Check your decks, patios, porches, steps, and sidewalks for
holes or damage.

Check that fences & storage sheds are sturdy and well-
anchored.

If you have turf or grassy lawns that are dry, aerate the area
by punching holes in it to help revive absorption.

Trim branches around your house that are touching or near
your roof.

Inspect trees near your home that could be uprooted during
heavy rain.

Most homeowners' insurance policies don't cover floods. If you
haven't taken out flood insurance, do it now before the rain has
a chance to cause problems (most policies take 30 days to go

into effect).
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Be Prepared

BE PREPARED!

1. Have an emergency
plan that is easy for all
family members to
understand.

2. Have enough food
and water to supply
your family for at least
a 72-hour period.

3. Identify important
items to take if your
neighborhood is
evacuated, such as
computers, photos,
medications, important
documents, and other
needed items for your
family and pets.

4. Include a radio and
flashlight with fresh
batteries in your kit.

5. Be prepared to leave
immediately if an
evacuation is ordered.

6. Have alternate
evacuation routes out
of your neighborhood.

7. Get any needed
sandbags and
instructional materials
at your local Los
Angeles County fire
station.

8. Now that you have
prepared your property
and yourself for El
Nino, it's time to make
sure the larger
surroundings are in
good shape. Take a
walk around your
neighborhood and

check the status of the
catch basins and the

curbside openings to
the municipal storm
drain system. If you see
a clogged catch basin,
call the City's Storm
Drain Hotline at (800)
974-9794 to report it so
that LA Sanitation can
get it cleaned out
before the rains begin.
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Don't forget to harvest
rain! Big storms mean
big returns on
rainwater that can be
captured in rain barrels
and used at a later date
for irrigating outside
landscaping. If you
already have rain
barrels, make sure
they're in good working
order before the rains
begin in earnest. If you
haven't gotten rain
barrels yet, SoCal
WaterSmart is still
offering rebates for rain
barrels for Palos Verdes
Peninsula residents
starting at S75 per
barrel. You may receive
rebates for a maximum
of 4 barrels per home.
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